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that Henry IV. and his allies, if victorious, were
likely to seek an indemnity at his expense, proposed
that the Germans should be left to fight out their
own quarrels. He would not interfere, and he would
also persuade his brother-in-law Philip III. to remain
neutral. Henry replied, the Archdukes might please
themselves, but that whatever happened he was de-
termined to help his friends. Even the pacific James
I. announced his intention of joining with France
and Holland in defence of Protestant Germany
against Austria and Spain; but since the conti-
nental powers were more directly interested than
England, it was for them to make the first move.
In Italy, Charles Emmanuel was now the zealous
ally of France. He had made up his mind that
the hereditary ambition of his family could not be
satisfied west of the Alps. As the reward of
his help in driving the Spaniards out of Italy he
hoped to receive the Duchy of Milan, and the
title of a King of Lombardy. It was thought that
the prospect of annexing Naples to the patrimony
of St. Peter might induce the Pope to join the
league against Spain. The island of Sicily was to
be the price of the active co-operation of Venice.
Henry had wisely abandoned the idea of any terri-
torial aggrandisement in Italy, but there was an un-
derstanding that Charles Emmanuel, if he received
Lombardy, should cede Savoy and Nice to France.
The King was very far from intending to go to war
for an idea, as some of the panegyrists of his disin-
terested policy would have us believe, or if for an idea,

it was for that idea of nationality which has since
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